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Club Veedub Sydney 
Committee 2022 — 2023 

 

President: Lee Woods 0414 952 509 

l.woods@hotmail.com.au 

 

Vice President: David Birchall (02) 9534 4825 

vicepresident@clubvw.org.au 

 

Secretary and: Norm Elias 0421 303 544 

Membership:secretary@clubvw.org.au 

 

Treasurer: Bob Hickman 0418 613 394 

hicko@iinet.com.au 

 

Editor: Phil Matthews 0412 786 339 

editor@clubvw.org.au 

 

Webmasters: Norm Elias 0413 003 998 

Phil Matthews 0412 786 339 

 

Social Media: Lee Woods 0414 952 509 

l.woods@hotmail.com.au 

 

Book and DVD Carl Moll 0417 471 137 

Librarian:library@clubvw.org.au 

 

Tool Librarian: Bob Hickman 0418 613 394 

hicko@iinet.net.au 

 

Merchandising: Adam Daines 0404 984 648 

sales@clubvw.org.au 

Assistant Merch: Oscar Daines 

 

Raffle Officer: Christine Eaton (02) 9520 4914 

 

Vintage Registrar: John Ladomatos 0449 236 076 

vintage@clubvw.org.au 

 

VW Nationals David Birchall (02) 9534 4825 Committee: Steve 

Carter Sandy Benic 

Zelko Jurkovic Eddie Flieta 

Trophy Artiste: Lee Woods 

 

Motorsport Rudi Frank 0418 442 953 

Captain:motorsport@clubvw.org.au 

 

VW Motorsport Committee: 

Rudi Frank Steve Carter 

Eddie Fleita 

 

General Committee: 

Sandy Benic Zelko Jurkovic 

Stewart Burke Oscar Daines 

 

Canberra Committee 
 

President: Dot Bryan clubveedubact@gmail.com 

Secretary: Willie Nelson clubveedubact@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Dave Cook clubveedubact@gmail.com 

Registrar: Willie Nelson clubveedubact@gmail.com 

Council/Events: David Cook & Lachy Patton 
Social Media: Dorothy Bryan clubveedubact@gmail.com  
 

Club Veedub membership. 

Membership of Club Veedub Sydney is open to all Volkswagen owners.  

The cost is $45 for 12 months. 

 

Monthly meetings. 

Monthly Club Veedub Sydney meetings are held at the Strathfield Golf 

Club, 52 Weeroona Rd Strathfield, on the third Thursday of each month, 

from 7:30 pm. All our members, friends and visitors are most welcome. 

 

Correspondence. 

Club VeeDub Sydney PO Box 324 Mortdale NSW 2223  

 

Our magazine. 

Zeitschrift is published monthly by Club Veedub Sydney Inc. We welcome 

all letters and contributions of general VW interest. These may be edited 

for reasons of space, clarity, spelling or grammar. Deadline for all 

contributions is the first Thursday of each month. 

 

Views expressed in Zeitschrift are those of the writers, and do not 

necessarily represent those of Club Veedub Sydney. Club Veedub Sydney, 

and its members and contributors, cannot be held liable for any 

consequences arising from information printed in the magazine. Back 

issues are available from the Secretary, or in PDF format from the Editor at 

the monthly meeting - please bring your own USB stick. 

 

Articles may be reproduced with a suitable acknowledgment to Zeitschrift, 

Club Veedub Sydney. 

 

Please note that all events listed in the Zeitschrift Club Calendar, and on the 

Club Veedub Sydney web page, are sanctioned by the Club and its 

Committee. 

We wish to thank our continuous 
2023 VW Nationals sponsors  

34 years 

Volkswagen Group Australia 

H & M Ferman  

Vintage Vee Dub Supplies  

Andrew Dodd Automotive  

Stan Pobjoy Racing 

Volksbahn Autos Pty Ltd  

 

30 years and over 

North Rocky & Import Parts 

Shannons Car Insurance   

Wolfsburg Motors Sydney  

25 years and over 

Australian VW Performance Centre 

Indian Automotive 

 

Mick Motors 

Wayne Penrose VW 

20 years and over   

Harding Performance Cars 

Evolution Car Hire 

Mobile Model Cars & Toys 

 

15 years and over 

All Metal Bumpers 

Antique Tyres 

Black Needle Motor Trimming  

 

Canberra VW Centre 

Euro Revolution 

VWMA 

10 years and over 

German Performance Garage 

Just Kampers 

 

Mountain Mechanics 

Volkscare 

5 years and over 

 

Das Resto parts 

Kombi Shop 

Volkswerke 

Forty Horse 

Vanessa  
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Presidents Report 
 
Welcome to Volkswagen Nationals 2023 
 
 Club Veedub Sydney will kick off our 
Nationals weekend with a cruise to Wisemans 
Ferry on the 27th May and the Show and shine 
on the 28th May! 
 
We hope we can get plenty of cars on the cruise 
of all makes and models bridging the gap 
between air – cooled and water cooled 
enthusiasts.  
 
The committee and I hope you and your family 
have an interesting and entertaining day at our 
show. This is our 36th year, the VW movement 
seems to be growing stronger every year! We 
have worked very hard to present one of the 
best VW car shows in Australia. 
 
It’s great to see the influx of water-cooled 
Volkswagens, covering all types and year 
models from the 50’s to the present day and 
the enthusiastic owners coming together to 
celebrate this iconic brand. 
 
Once again, our major sponsors, Volkswagen 
Group of Australia are supporting our club 
with sponsorship, and several display vehicles 
will be on show at Fairfield. You can find a full 
list of our amazing sponsors in this magazine! 
The event also features food vendors, live 
music, and other activities that ensure that 
everyone has a great time. 
 
In the centre of this program, you will find our 
event listing for the weekend. We thank 
Fairfield City for the use of their facilities. The 
complex is ideal for our show as everything is 
within easy walking distance. Don't forget to 
purchase your Nationals merchandise from the 
Club Vee Dub Sydney stand in the car show 
area. This year we have a new selection and 
style, so be sure to check it out! 
 
See you at the show! 
Lee Woods 
 

 
 

 

Report from the Capital 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well, they say that after ANZAC Day the 
weather in Canberra turns cold. This year has 
been no exception to that rule. Not that we 
really had a summer to speak of, but once 
ANZAC Day hit this year the weather went 
from lovely to ‘where are my thermals’. Yes, I 
am that person who doesn’t do so well in the 
cold. My car on the other hand loves it.  
 
On behalf of the Canberra Chapter, we just 
want to extend a massive thank you to Norm 
for all his assistance over the years. We wish 
you the best of luck and hope to see you around 
the traps, so to speak.  
 
We’ve got a few things in the pipeline at the 
moment. VW’s come out to play in winter in 
Canberra.  
 
As usual there will be a number of convoys 
heading up Nationals from Canberra. Keep an 
eye out on the FB pages or email for more 
information on theses. I wish all entrants the 
best of luck on the day. Unfortunately, I have 
an 80th birthday that weekend in Condobolin, 
so someone else will have to take out the best 
Scirocco this year.   
 
The Canberra Chapter AGM is scheduled for 
Sunday, 18 June 2023 at a location to be 
determined. If anyone has any suggestions, 
we’re all ears!! Additionally, all position are up 
for grabs so if you’ve ever thought about 
joining Canberra Committee, now is the time 
to do so!  
 
The first ever German Cars and Coffee is being 
held on Sunday, 17 July 2023 at the Spanish 
Australian Club in Narrabundah (from 9:30am 
till 11:30am). This is open to all German 
Marques and will be a casual affair with coffee, 
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Fantid Pty Ltd T/as H&M Ferman 

ABN: 67 257 033 716 

99-105 Boundary Road, Peakhurst 

Sydney NSW 2210 Australia 

Tel: + 61 (0)2 9533 2722 

Fax: + 61 (0) 2 9153 6033 

Email: info@hasmot.com 

103 Greens Road 

Dandenong South, Vic 3175a 

Tel: + 61 (0)3 9791 3144 

Fax: + 61 (0)3 9791 3211 

www.hasmot.com 
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bacon and egg rolls and a rumour of Spanish 
Donuts.  
 
As always, GAD 2023 planning continues to 
roll along… We are back at Brad Haddin Oval 
in Queanbeyan, NSW on Sunday, 24 
September 2023. Our registration page is 
already up and operational. Noting that the 
information on the site at the moment is a bit 
light on! It’ll be updated the closer we get to 
the day.  
 
https://www.eventcreate.com/e/german-auto-
day-2023-clubvw 
 
Once again, best of luck to everyone heading to 
VW Nationals! For those of you travelling, 
drive safely and enjoy the trip.  
 
Stay safe 
Cheers Dot 
 
 

Club Calendar 
2023 & 2024 

 
*** All information correct at time of printing 
but subject to change - events are sometimes 
altered or cancelled without notice. Check 
www.clubvw.org.au for the latest information 
and any changes. 
 

May. 
 
Thursday 11th:- Committee Meeting and 
magazine pack at the Strathfield Golf Club, 
52 Weeroona Rd Strathfield, from 7:30pm. 
 
Thursday 18th:– CLUB VW MONTHLY 
MEETING at the Strathfield Golf Club, 
52 Weeroona Rd Strathfield. Get the latest VW 
news and views, plus VW socialising, drinks, 
raffles, trivia and plenty of prizes. Enjoy the 
Club’s bistro and sports bar too. Lots of fun, all 
welcome. 8:00pm start. 
 
Saturday 20th:- Shannons Auto Caffeine 
and auction preview at Shannons 
Auctions, 22 Lambs Rd Artarmon, 8am to 12 
midday. Coffee and food van on site, check out 
the coming auction vehicles and chat all things 

insurance with Shannons, our VW Nationals 
sponsor. 
 
Saturday 27th:- VW Pre-Nationals 
Cruise, organised by Euro Cruisers Australia. 
Begins at Prospect Homemaker Centre, 19 
Stoddart Rd, at 8am for an 8:30 departure. 
9am - Vineyard Hotel. 10am - the Australian 
Hotel McGraths Hill. 11am - Wisemans Ferry 
Bowlilng Club for the finish and lunch. Contact 
Paul Stewart on 0449 238234 for more info 
also see page 20. 
 
 
Sunday 28th:- VW NATIONALS 2023 at 
Fairfield Showgrounds, Smithfield Rd 
Prariewood. Our biggest VW Show of the year 
is back! 44 peer-judged categories, plus special 
Concours and perpetual trophies. VW trade 
stands, new car display, Swapmeet, kids’ rides, 
music and entertainment, great food and 
drink, VW fun all day. Gates open 7:30am. 
 

June. 
 
Thursday 1st:- Magazine Cut-off Date for 
articles, letters  and For-Sales. 
 
 
Tuesday 6th:- Canberra General Meeting 
at the Spanish Club, 5 Narupai Place, 
Narrabundah, from 7:30pm. 
 
Thursday 8th:- Committee Meeting and 
magazine pack at the Strathfield Golf 
Club, 52 Weeroona Rd Strathfield, from 
7:30pm 
 
Thursday 15th:– CLUB VW MONTHLY 
MEETING at the Strathfield Golf Club, 
52 Weeroona Rd Strathfield. Get the latest VW 
news and views, plus VW socialising, drinks, 
raffles, trivia and plenty of prizes. Enjoy the 
Club’s bistro and sports bar too. Lots of fun, all 
welcome. 8:00pm start. 
 
Sunday 18th:- East Hills Charity Car 
Show at Kelso Oval, Panania. This family 
charity event attracts car lovers from all over 
NSW, this year supporting the fight against 
multiple sclerosis. All classic makes and 
models welcome. Trophies to be won in 

http://www.clubvw.org.au
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02 4722 5333  
Unit 16 / 37 - 47 Borec Road Penrith 2750 
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numerous categories. Show cars enter through 
the gates on Marco Ave, off Childs St. A great 
family day out, food and drink stands, music 
and entertainment, motor accessory traders. 
Phone Glen on 0434 360791 for more info. 
Join the Club VW convoy at McDonalds 
Moorebank (Newbridge Rd) at 8:00am for an 
8:30 departure. www.easthillscarshow.com.au 
 

July. 
 
Tuesday 4th:- Canberra General Meeting 
at the Spanish Club, 5 Narupai Place, 
Narrabundah, from 7:30pm. 
 
Thursday 6th:- Magazine Cut-off Date 
for articles, letters and For-Sales. 
 
Thursday 13th:- Committee Meeting and 
magazine pack at the Strathfield Golf 
Club, 52 Weeroona Rd Strathfield, from 
7:30pm. 
 
Thursday 20th:– CLUB VW MONTHLY 
MEETING at the Strathfield Golf Club, 
52 Weeroona Rd Strathfield. Get the latest VW 
news and views, plus VW socialising, drinks, 
raffles, trivia and plenty of prizes. Enjoy the 
Club’s bistro and sports bar too. Lots of fun, all 
welcome. 8:00pm start. Note: This month 
will also be the 2023 Club Veedub AGM. 
All committee positions will be vacated and 
new nominations called for. Members are 
invited to stand for a 2023-24 position. 

August. 
 
Thursday 3rd:- Magazine Cut-off Date 
for articles, letters and For-Sales. 
 
Tuesday 1st:- Canberra General Meeting 
at the Spanish Club, 5 Narupai Place, 
Narrabundah, from 7:30pm. 
 
Thursday 10th:- Committee Meeting and 
magazine pack at the Strathfield Golf Club, 52 
Weeroona Rd Strathfield, from 7:30pm. 
 
Thursday 17th:– CLUB VW MONTHLY 
MEETING at the Strathfield Golf Club, 52 
Weeroona Rd Strathfield. Get the latest VW 
news and views, plus VW socialising, drinks, 
raffles, trivia and plenty of prizes. Enjoy the 

Club’s bistro and sports bar too. Lots of fun, all 
welcome. 8:00pm start. 
 
Sunday 20th:- Shannons Sydney Classic 
2023 at Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern 
Creek. Organised by the CMC, it’s the largest 
classic car show in Australia. Club displays, 
double-decker bus rides, trade stands, historic 
race cars, Concours, and a parade lap of the 
track for all show entrants. Over 2,000 classic 
cars! Club Veedub will again have a 
Volkswagen display, with 20 spaces booked. 
Cars should arrive by 8:00am. You mist book 
with our Secretary Norm Elias at the monthly 
meeting to secure your reserved space and 
display ticket for the day. Please only reserve a 
ticket if you are SURE you will be attending - 
don’t get a ticket then fail to turn up on the 
day. 
 

September. 

 
24the September GAD 2023 We are back 
at Brad Haddin Oval in Queanbeyan, NSW  
 
29th September  to 1st October VW 
Warwick, see 39 page for more information 
 

October. 
 
Sunday 29th:- German Autofest at 
Tempe, see page 17 for more details. 
 

2024 
 
2024 VW Nationals, 27th and 28th May 
 

Marktplatz. 
 
Marktplatz ads in Zeitschrift are free. All ads 
should be emailed to editor@clubvw.org.au 
 
All ads will be published here for two months. 
All published ads will also appear on our club 
website, www.clubvw.org.au. 
 
Photos can be included. All ads will appear in 
Zeitschrift first so our members have first 
chance to see them. They will then be 
transferred to the club website on the third 
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Phone 
Address 

 
 

 02 4272 9920 
 Unit 2 / 20 Doyle Ave  
 Unanderra NSW 2526 

Email  shop@rodpenroseracing.com.au 

High performance VW engines and parts 
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Thursday of the month. 
 

2nd Month ads 
 
For Sale:- 1972 15 millionth Super Bug S 
finished in Ruby Red with custom red/ grey 
interior trim. Vehicle is fitted with a 2 litre 
Type 4 VW engine with upright engine 
conversion and custom header system with 
working heaters, Porsche alloy wheels with a 
space saver spare wheel & tyre, front brake 
discs were new blanks and have been drilled 
and fitted with studs, Macpherson strut brace 
bar, Inertia reel seat belts fitted to front, 2 
child seat restraints fitted to rear. Brandt alarm 
system, some LED lights, alloy running boards 
and many other unique features. Vehicle is a 
pleasure to drive with plenty of power and also 
stops well. Vehicle is unregistered and is sold 
as is. Inspection is available by appointment 
only. Price $23,000 Contact Les in Taree on 
0 4 0 8  0 2 5 8 4 5  o r  e m a i l 
lesbarlin@yahoo.com.au 

Wanted:- I have a 1990 VW T3 Caravelle 
2.1 manual and the motor is damaged so 
looking to upgrade. I would like to convert 
it to a Subaru 2.5 litre fuel injection engine. I 
am looking for someone to supply and fit the 
conversion. Any help would be appreciated. 
Please call me, Dexter on 0405 308 757 or 
email me on malau1940@gmail.com   
 
For Sale:- 1976 dual-cab ute Kombi. Life’s 
too short not to breathe…time for your own 
Kombi! This fully restored Kombi dual cab ute 
is ready for you to hit the highway and breathe 
in the fresh salt air. Light pale blue and white 
paintwork, new biscuit interior. New seat belts 
(3 in back seat 2 in front seat). CD and radio 
combo (great sound). 1.8 litre motor, new disc 

brakes front and new drum rear. Numerous 
new steering components. Good tyres. Ute tray 
conveniently folds down for larger surf boards 
or water toys. Original steering wheel. Original 
gauges. All in excellent condition, ready to go! 
You’re away for $73,500. Contact Lee Hudson 
(Tasmania) on 0415 056635 or email 
l o r r a i n e . h u d s o n @ b i g p o n d . c o m 
 
For Sale:- Hi we have beetle parts for 
sale is any one is interested. We are doing 
a house reno and the parts are on the premises, 
not quite sure what some of them are. We do 
have a full front windows intacty. Guards, 
bumper etc. Located in western Sydney. Please 
give me a call!  
Contact Annie Martin on 0432 147377  
or email addcreteservicesacc@gmail.com 
 

GSR: the Beetle that 
paved the way for the 

GTI 
 

The Beetle GSR that Volkswagen launched 
during the 2013 edition of the Chicago Auto 
Show wasn’t the first of its kind. The GSR 
nameplate was introduced in late 1972 on a 
limited-edition variant of the 1303 S developed 
at the request of speed aficionados. 
 
Then and now, the GSR acronym stands for 
gelb schwarzer renner, which means yellow 
black racer in German. Don’t let the name fool 
you, this isn’t quite the GTI of the Beetle family 
and the updates were largely cosmetic. 
Notably, the GSR stood out from the standard 
1303 S (called a Volkswagen L in Australia), 
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ALL METAL BUMPERS 
SPECIALISING IN COPPER BASED 

BRIGHT & SATIN CHROME 
 

 

 

 

Bumper Repairs 

Metal Polishing 

All forms of Plating 

Competition & Show Finish 
 

Peter Notley 0438 765 097 

Phil Richards 0438 765 098 
 

Unit 1/17 Memorial Avenue Ingleburn 
 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
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thanks to a bright yellow paint job (called 
saturngelb in Volkswagen-speak) accented by 
flat black paint on the hood, the decklid, both 
bumpers, and nearly every piece of exterior 
trim. The sporty look was complemented by a 
set of 15-inch steel wheels that were noticeably 
wider than stock. 
 
The track-inspired treatment continued in the 
cabin, with sport seats for the front passengers 
and a three-spoke steering wheel. It didn’t 
extend to the engine bay, however, and the 
GSR was powered by a stock 1.6-liter air-
cooled flat-four that made 50 horsepower and 
80 pound-feet of torque. The engine was fitted 
with an oil cooler, which required using a 
slotted front apron that was identical to the 
one found on the Super Beetle in the United 
States. And because it was built for rally fans, 
every GSR came with a list of tuners approved 
by Volkswagen to squeeze every last ounce of 
power out of the flat-four. 
 
Volkswagen built only 3,500 examples of the 
GSR. Each one cost 7,650 Deutsche Marks, 
about 800 more than a base 1303 S, and the 
entire production run sold out quickly. After 
all, some enthusiasts had waited for a factory-
built Beetle that was born to race for decades. 
Behind the wheel 
 
The GSR is a simple machine: four pistons, 
eight valves, and a carburettor. A quick turn of 
the key and the flat-four rumbles to life before 
quickly settling into a smooth, low idle. The 
choke is automatic, so there’s no need to tinker 
with it. Slide the long gear lever into first, 
release the clutch, and you’re off. The first 
impression we got is that the GSR is louder 

than other Beetles of the era, the flat-four’s 
clatter is more pronounced. 
 
The curved windshield admittedly doesn’t do a 
whole lot for the Beetle’s silhouette, but it 
makes the 1303 feel much more spacious 
inside than a standard Beetle, which has a 
completely flat windshield that even the 
permissive safety standards of the 1970s didn’t 
allow. And while the seating position isn’t what 
we’d call sporty, the GSR-specific sport seats 
strike an ideal balance between comfort and 
firmness while providing the support that’s 
lacking in a standard Super Beetle. All told, the 
cabin is a pleasant place to travel in. 
 
In Wolfsburg, the GSR gets more attention 
than a bright red Ferrari LaFerrari would. It 
commands respect; no one is going to dare 
cutting you off, no one is going to risk 
tailgating you, and even merging on the 
highway is stress-free and straightforward. 
Everyone there knows that their town was built 
on the Beetle’s success. Had it been a complete 
flop, Wolfsburg would be little more than a 
small, insignificant dot on a map. Other 
motorists stare and wave, almost with envy, 
because the Beetle isn’t all that common in its 
hometown anymore. For them, seeing a GSR 
bomb down Dieselstraße is like watching Julius 
Caesar sit at a bistro on Piazza Navona in 
Rome, light a cigarette, and casually order an 
espresso. 
 
Fully stock, the GSR hits 60 MPH from a stop 
in approximately 18 seconds. That’s glacier-like 
by today’s standards, yet it somehow manages 
to feel much faster than it actually is. A slow-
revving Mercedes-Benz 240D logs about the 
same time, but it feels slower. 
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Mobile Auto  

Models & Toys 
Specialising in model cars 

 

 

 

 

Contact Steve 

Phone – Fax (02) 9543 5364 

Mobile: 0403 012 060 

Bulkheads and Dual Cab Bulkheads 
 
Our bulkheads are one piece moulded 10mm thick ABS in 

original van factory colours. Transporter and Caddy 

 

Window Security Screens 
 

Our aluminium security screens are lightweight, strong and 

glued in to the window sill for optimum protection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motexion for best protection 
 

Contact: 1300 56 33 33 for more 

information or www.motexion.com.au 

http://www.motexion.com.au/
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Volkswagen Specialist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2/265 Harbord Rd Dee Why  

(02) 9939 2467 
service@mackellarservice.com.au 
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Once those 18 seconds have passed, the GSR is 
completely at home on the freeway, thanks in 
part to the four-speed transmission’s long 
gears. It’s not an Autobahn stormer by any 
means, but it’ll easily keep up with modern 
traffic at 80 MPH without destroying the 
occupants’ eardrums. It’s relaxing to drive, like 
all Beetles are when they’re well sorted. It’s just 
the driver, the road ahead, and the flat-four 
buzzing away behind the rear seats. The GSR 
gives the impression that you could drive it to 
the end of the world – slowly, but surely. 
 
It’s evident that the Beetle is tail-heavy when 
the pace picks up, but it’s also clear that it has a 
decent amount of potential in the performance 
department. It’s light and a real blast to toss 
around, especially with sport seats that keep 
the driver’s shoulders relatively aligned with 
the pedals. We can understand why 
Volkswagen’s flat-four is one of the most 
frequently modified engines in the history of 
the automobile. And say what you will about 
the merits – or faults – of a rear-mounted 
engine, but a weight distribution heavily 
skewed towards the rear axle didn’t stop scores 

of pilots from winning races in Porsche, Abarth
- or Gordini-tuned machines. 
 
The floor-hinged clutch pedal is light, and the 
combination of front discs and rear drums is 
adequate considering the GSR tips the scale at 
less than 2,000 pounds. The steering isn’t a 
stellar example of precision, due to the light 
front end, but it’s nicely weighted and it offers 
plenty of feedback so you can point the Beetle 
where you want it to go without too many 
surprises. We do find it interesting that 
Volkswagen chose a three-spoke wheel that’s 
almost as big as the four-spoke unit found in 
the standard 1303; a smaller wheel would have 
felt much sportier. And the list of options 
included a voltmeter, but it never featured a 
tach or an oil pressure gauge, which we’d want 
if we were buying a GSR in the 1970s with the 
intention of racing it. 
 
While the GSR isn’t a Beetle GTI, it’s the 
precursor to the original Golf/Rabbit GTI. It 
represents Volkswagen’s first step towards 
transforming an economy car into a street-
legal model that’s faster, more dynamic to 
drive, and with a muscular look to boot. 
 
Most GSRs were modified for racing, driven 
into the ground, or both. Volkswagen’s 
archives department estimates that only about 
100 examples are left today, which makes it 
one of the rarest Beetles out there, and one of 
the most desirable Super Beetles, a model 
that’s still all too quickly brushed aside by 
collectors. 
 

World’s biggest GTI 
festival is saved 

 
by Antony Ingram 
 
The world’s biggest festival for hot hatch fans 
has been saved from closure. GTI Treffen – 
GTI Festival – has been held on the shores of 
Lake Wörthersee, in Austria, since 1982, but 
the 2023 event faced closure after the local 
authority of Maria Wörth told organisers that 
the show, which has attracted up to 200,000 
visitors over a period of several weeks, is no 
longer considered environmentally acceptable 
and wouldn’t be welcome. 
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VW NATIONALS SPONSORS 2023 
We wish to extend a sincere “thank you” to all of our 

sponsors, who have made the VW Nationals 2023 possible. 

Air Cooled Garage    Qld 29 

AllAirCooled,com.au   WA 32 

All Metal Bumpers    12 

Andrew Dodd Automotive   5 

Antique Tyres     Vic 16 

Australian V W Performance Vic 9 

Black Needle Motor Trimming  7 

BWA Auto       34 

Cafe Express      29 

Cafe Lovers       31 

Canberra VW Centre Canberra  29 

Canberra VW Centre Newcastle   30 

Das Resto Parts     Qld 19 

Dino’s Pizza       31 

Euro Revolution     19 

Evolution Car Hire    7 

Exclusive Body Werks    33 

Flying VW       33 

Forty Horse      27 

H & M Ferman     5 

Harding Performance   Qld 7 

Indian Automotive     16 

Just Kampers      16 

Kombi Shop     Qld 27 

Kustom Kombi    Qld 27 

 

 

 

MacKellar Service Centre   19 

Mick Motors      Qld 7 

Mobile Auto Models & Toys   14 

Motexion       14 

Mountain Mechanics    14 

Muller & Muller Dural    31 

Natoli Motors     Qld 31 

North Rocky Mechanical  Qld 5 

NYMEYER Automotive    33 

Permanent Painted PPC    30 

Rod Penrose Racing    9 

Shannons Classic Car Insurance  12 

Stan Pobjoys Racing    9 

VanEssa       16 

Vicsbahn       30 

Vintage Vee Dub Supplies   5 

Volksbahn Autos     12 

Volkscare     Vic 19 

Volkshome Automotive   Vic 27 

Volkwerke     Vic 29 

VW Magazine Australia  10 & 39 

Warby’s Stickers     14 

Wayne Penrose VW    12 

Wolfsburg Motors     9 

Zax All Kars      33 

SYDNEY VOLKSWAGEN DEALERSHIPSSYDNEY VOLKSWAGEN DEALERSHIPSSYDNEY VOLKSWAGEN DEALERSHIPS   
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ZEITSCHRIFT 
35th GREAT YEAR                                                                       27th & 28th MAY 2023 

Club VeeDub . Sydney Australia 

OFFICIAL PROGRAM 
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Saturday 27th May 

 
Saturday 27th:- VW Pre-Nationals Cruise, 
organised by Euro Cruisers Australia. Begins at 
Prospect Homemaker Centre, 19 Stoddart Rd, at 
8am for an 8:30 departure. 9am - Vineyard Hotel. 
10am - the Australian Hotel McGraths Hill. 11am - 
Wisemans Ferry Bowlilng Club for the finish and 
lunch. Contact Paul Stewart on 0449 238234 for 
more info also see page 20. 
 

 
 

Sunday 28th May 
 
Show Day, Fairfield City Showgrounds, 
Smithfield Road, Prairiewood. 
Huge undercover area for Show & Shine and 
Dealer Displays with space for up to 200 show cars 
undercover. On site catering available with plenty of 
everything. 
7:30 am - General admission gates open 
8:00 am - 3:00 pm - Car Show assembly & 
Swapmeet 
10:30am - Car Show Entry Closes 
11.00 am - First Raffle Draw 
12:30 pm - Peer Judging Forms CLOSED 
1.00pm Final raffle draw 
3:00 pm - Trophy Presentation 
General Admission:  $10.00 
Children under 16:  Free 
 
Swapmeet sites:  $40.00 (includes 1 adult show 
entry, additional entry tickets may be purchased on 
the day if needed) 
 
Show and Shine Entry:  $30.00 (includes 1 adult 
show entry for the driver, additional entry tickets 
may be purchased on the day if needed) 

GREAT FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY 

VW Nationals 2023 
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All Car Show entrants are automatically entered into Peoples Choice and Volkswagen Group Australia's Car of the Day. 

In 2022 Peer Judging will again determine the Air-cooled & Water-cooled winners. Ballots will be provided to each entrant upon 

entry.  

Entries to all categories close at 10:30 am sharp. 

Ballots MUST be returned to the Club VW judging area no later than 12:30 pm. 

Air cooled 

 

1  Beetle - up to 1957 - Standard  

2  Beetle - up to 1957 - Modified 

3  Beetle - 1958 to 1967 - Standard 

4  Beetle - 1958 to 1967 - Modified 

5  Beetle - 1968 onwards - Standard 

6  Beetle - 1968 onwards - Modified 

7  Kombi T1 - up to 1967 - Standard 

8  Kombi T1 - up to 1967 - Modified 

9  Kombi T2 - 1968 to 1979 - Standard 

10  Kombi T2 - 1968 to 1979 - Modified 

11  Transporter T3 - 1981 to 1992 - All 

12  Type 3 and Type 4 - Standard 

13  Type 3 and Type 4 - Modified 

14  Karmann Ghia - All Years – Standard 

15  Karmann Ghia - All Years - Modified 

16  Factory Karmann Cabriolet - All Years - All 

17 Factory Air-cooled Off-Road and Exotics - All 

18  Non-factory Off-road, Buggies, Trikes - All 

19  Aussie Kit Cars and Convertibles - All 

20 Rat class - All Years – All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Cooled 

 

21  Polo, Up! – All 

22  Golf 1 - 1976 to 1983 

23  Golf 2 - 1984 to 1992 

24  Golf 3 - 1993 to 1997 

25  Golf 4 - 1998 to 2003 

26  Golf 5 - 2004 to 2008 

27  Golf 6 - 2009 to 2012 

28  Golf 7 - 2013 to 2020 

29 Golf 8 - 2021 onwards 

30  VW Convertible - (Golf Cabriolet, Eos) - All 

31  VW Sports (Scirocco, Corrado, New Beetle) - 

All 

32 VW Sedan (Vento, Bora, Jetta, Passat, Arteon,) 

– All 

33  VW SUV (T-Cross, T-Roc, Tiguan, Touareg) - 

All 

34  VW Commercial (Caddy, Transporter, Crafter, 

Amarok) - All 

35  Audi - All  

36 Porsche – All 

37  Skoda / SEAT / Cupra - All  

38  Concours d’Elegance 

39  People’s Choice - Air-cooled 

40  People’s Choice – Water-cooled 

41  Ray Pleydon Award 

42  Pam Withers Award 

VW Nationals 2023 

Car Show Categories 
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2023 VW NATIONALS INFORMATION 
 

Australia's Premier VW and Audi event for all the family. 
 

Sunday 28th May 2023 SYDNEY AUSTRALIA 
 

See the biggest variety of VW's and Audi's in Australia. Now in its 34th great year, 
VW Nationals has become the event for all VW and Audi owners. See the most 
immaculate array of models from just about every production year. Enter your car 
in one of the categories below or just come and look. It’s the event for the 
enthusiast and all the family. Heaps of events all weekend with Sunday the big 
‘Show and Shine' day. 
 
 

Why not become a member of Club Vee Dub? 
 

You don't have to be a member to enjoy VW Nationals or to enter 
any event. Club Vee Dub Sydney inc. is centred in Sydney, with 
many members throughout Australia and overseas. The benefits of 
membership are plenty: See pages 37 & 38 for a membership form 
 
Club discounts 
CAMS affiliated 
Professional advice 
Access to club tool library 
Access to club book library 
Access to club video library 
Picnic and fun days 
Observation runs 
Vintage plate facilities 
Zeitschrift (monthly magazine) 
 
Our club magazine (Zeitschrift) has won many awards. Club Vee 
Dub was the first VW Club in Australia with a vintage plate facility 
for members (for standard vehicles 30 years or more). Club Vee 
Dub supports several charities through our fund raising activities. 
Send $50.00 Au (within Australia) or $55.00 Au (International) to 
Club Vee Dub Sydney 
PO Box 324 Mortdale NSW 2223  

VW Nationals 2023 
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From 2024, the GTI Festival will be moving 
closer to home, as Volkswagen will host the 
event in Wolfsburg. 
 
The Festival, often known in the community 
simply as “Wörthersee”, attracts tens of 
thousands of visitors from all over Europe 
every year, many turning up in wildly modified 
Volkswagens, Audis, and other VW Group 
products. Volkswagen has officially sponsored 
the event since 2006, using it to showcase new 
models and concepts, with previous highlights 
including the Up GTI hot hatch, and the ID R 
prototype. 
 
The event has not been held since 2020 
however due to the pandemic, and while it 
brings economic benefits to the area of Maria 
Wörth, the local authority has decided that its 
impact on local residents is not longer 
acceptable and its perceived image is out of 
touch with the region’s sustainability goals. 
 
A statement on the Worthersee Treffen website 
reads “The municipality of Maria Wörth was 
the venue of the GTI meeting for many years. 
The history of this major event is inextricably 

linked to the district of Reifnitz and has 
brought many encounters, great fame and, last 
but not least, economic impulses to our 
community. 
 
“At the same time, the enormous increase in 
participants over the years has shown the 
limits of possible growth and resilience of our 
community and the entire Wörthersee region. 
Numerous side effects of the automobile event 
have led to increasing criticism and decreasing 
acceptance of the annual meeting. 
 
“The restrictions in the pandemic years have 
now canceled the GTI meeting three times. The 
effects of climate change, the responsibility of 
political decision-makers for the preservation 
of ecosystems and the need to align actions at 
all levels according to the principles of 
sustainability make it necessary to place the 
future design under new premises.” 
 
While it’s tempting to dismiss the area’s 
concerns, anyone who has visited a big 
automotive gathering will be all too familiar 
with their downsides, from the traffic they 
cause, to the unfortunate actions of a minority 
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who can’t behave themselves. Reading between 
the lines, it appears Maria Wörth has quite 
enjoyed a few years of relative silence, and is 
taking the opportunity to make a clean break. 
 
No such troubles in Wolfsburg though, which 
sprung up around Volkswagen’s factory in 
1938 and still primarily serves the enormous 
automotive plant. 

 
While not quite as scenic as a beautiful blue 
lake in Austria, it should be more than up to 
catering for visitors, and is already home to 
Autostadt, a collection of museums celebrating 
the various VW Group marques, each of which 
features striking architecture, and sits in the 
shadow of the two AutoTürme venues – large 
glass silos housing hundreds of brand new 
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Contact Richard 
 
Mobile 0423 933 022 
 
Email rscafelovers@yhaoo.com.au 

 

Glenmore Park and Southlands stores 

Open 7 days a week from 5pm - 10pm 

 

Glenmore Park 4733-1800 

Southlands 4749-6830 

dinospizza@bigpond.com 

 

Family Pack Deal 

2 large pizzas, Garlic Bread & 1.25 

litre soft drink $46 

mailto:dinospizza@bigpond.com
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VWs, where buyers can collect their cars direct 
from the factory. 
 
Volkswagen is calling upon fans of the marque 
for ideas, before it hosts the next GTI Treffen 
in 2024, dubbed the “GTI Coming Home” 
event. Whatever they come up with, it’s sure to 
prove popular. 
 

Pam Withers a true VW 
Fan 

 
Pam Withers was a woman who helped raise 
me, along with my grandparents. 
 
She was the best aunt anyone could ask for. 
 
Always interested in what I was doing, and 
never judging me when I stuff up. Our love for 
cars was shared and enjoyed through 
Volkswagen's, and she loved VW NATIONALS! 

she came to the 2021 event and was absolutely 
in her element  
 
A tragic series of events lead to a diagnosis of 
level 4 brain cancer (6 months max to live, no 
cure) in early 2022 and the first thing on her 
mind was "I gotta make it to VW Nationals one 
last time!! 
 
well.... she DID! By that time she had lost alto 
of mobility but was determined to sit in the car 
in showNshine and take in the atmosphere. 
 
I was amazed by the number of people who 
took the time to chat and share stories with 
Pam. she had a blast!! 
 
Pam passed away shortly after on 26th June. -
my birthday  
 
Paul Stewart  
 

Five reasons to buy a 
Kombi / Transporter - 

and five reasons not to 
 
I love my Volkswagen Transporter (I kiss it), 
it's such a cool vehicle and I reckon it's better 
than owning any sports car, for many reasons 
but they’re not for everyone. 
 
So if you've ever thought of buying a Kombi or 
a Transporter because you like the idea of that 
sort of lifestyle, there are some things to 
consider. 
 
This actually applies to any year model, old or 
new. 
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I'll start with the reasons NOT to buy because 
this is very important. 
 
No. 1: Price. Original purchase, price of parts, 
and mechanics that can work on it can be 
expensive. Don't be surprised if you spend 4 
times more than you would spend on your 
small family sedan. You can do some of the 
work yourself to save some money. 
 

No. 2: Reliability. Cheap Transporters can need 
some serious catch up work if you ever want to 
drive them any distance. This can be expensive.  
 
No. 3: Fuel economy. The first few times you 
drive to the petrol station will definitely shock 
you. 
 
No. 4: Horsepower. Older Transporters and 
some newer ones don't have much horsepower 
(especially loaded up). They are more about 
cruising along and looking out the windows. 
You can put a different motor in (if you want) 
but this is still expensive. 

WANTED 
Your add in this 

space in the 2024 
VW Nationals 36th 

year program 
From $150 

Includes name and phone 
number in the sponsor 

directory on the back page 
of our monthly magazine 

Zeitschrift 
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No. 5: Rust. Owners will eventually one day 
have to deal with rust. 
 
OK, those are the bad, how about the good? 
 
No. 1: Layout. Kombis have a flat floor for 
cargo through the side door and later models 
have a low rear load height too. You have a 
commanding view of the road whilst driving. 
 
No. 2: Box design. The box design makes it 
easy to make or buy parts to make it look or 
function better. 
 
No. 3: Aftermarket support. Because it's a large 
community, there are a lot of companies that 
still make parts, all around the world. 
 

No. 4: Bedding. Many Transporters come with 
a bed in the back (or folding rear seats are easy 
enough to buy), so there's virtually nothing to 
do to go camping. 
 
No. 5: Active owners and lifestyle. Worldwide, 
Kombi owners love talking to other 
Transporter owners. Owners wave to each 
other on the road. People will always want to 
chat and ask about your Kombi. 
 
Okay, so the bad definitely outweighs the good, 
so why do it, if it’s all expensive? 
 
Especially when I love to save money. 
 
If you work hard, why not blow a few dollars 
on something that brings you joy? Not only 
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that, I may even get that cash back one day if I 
ever sell it. 
 
Just remember, when buying a cheap Kombi or 
Transporter, they are probably cheap for a 
reason, unfortunately. 
 
Ashley Day. 
 

Pain is such a rush. 

 
I was wrecking a $200 Porsche 924 years ago 
and in my haste I ended up hitting my left 
index finger backwards with the big hammer. 
 
It took two years before it started to feel better 
and I cringe just thinking about it. 
 
That was the day I decided it's definitely not 
worth hurting myself doing something that's 
supposed to be fun. 
 
It's not even my job, it's a hobby. 
 
Nowadays I take my time and try to make sure 
everything is as safe as possible. 
 
Sure I still hit or squeeze the odd finger or cut 
myself now and then with hacksaw but nothing 
major. 
 
Remember everyone has injured themselves at 
some time or another playing with 
Volkswagens. Rod Young wrote years ago 
about wearing thongs while welding and what 
happens when hot sparks land on yor feet. 

Another time when welding an old fuel tank he 
set himself on fire. 
 
The worst story of an injury I have ever heard 
is when I was talking to Barry Lord in South 
Australia. He told me he drove over his own 
stomach, with his beetle, when he accidentally 
shorted out the starter motor with a 13 mm 
spanner after he left the car in gear and didn't 
disconnect the battery before starting the job. 
 
He was off work for six months. 
 
I'm positive that there are a million other 
stories of people hurting themselves, or worse, 
playing with cars. You probably have your 
own? 
 
So take your time, make sure you prop 
everything, use all of your safety equipment 
and brain, always! 
 
Try not to rush or get frustrated, this is mostly 
when you'll hurt yourself. 
 
You can never be too careful and nobody's ever 
going to laugh at you for keeping yourself, 
everyone and everything safe. 
 
Ashley Day. 
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